
 

JLF Toronto Returns with Virtual Edition 
November 27-29, 2020 

 

East to West:  Experience conversations between some of the greatest thinkers 

and writers of our time at the second JLF Toronto 

 

Teamwork Arts, producer of the iconic Jaipur Literature Festival, launched JLF 

Toronto in 2019, bringing the magnificent spirit of Jaipur’s annual literary carnival 

to Canada. 5,000 people from all over North America attended the inaugural event, enjoying 

intercultural conversations that combined South Asia’s unique literary heritage with Canada’s diverse 

literary legacy, at the Distillery Historic District.  

 

This year, JLF Toronto will be virtual, an opportunity for Canadians and the world to experience the 

magic of great conversation. Authors, poets, historians, journalists, politicians, chefs and screenplay 

writers will gather on-line over the course of the three days to discuss a range of topics; migration and 

identity, food, travel, climate change, politics, mythology, and storytelling for kids – something for 

everyone! 

Ten FREE sessions will feature, amongst others, journalist, broadcaster and author Anthony Sattin; 

Indo-Canadian novelist and playwright Anosh Irani; author David Wallace-Wells; Irish-Canadian 

novelist Emma Donoghue; Canadian sports announcer and journalist Harnarayan Singh; bestselling 

author and geographer James Raffan; author, chef and co-owner Vij’s Meeru Dhalwala; author 

Richard Ovenden; poet and novelist Ruth Padel; famed mythologist and author Devdutt Pattanaik; 

Why Not Theatre artists and writers Ravi Jain and Miriam Fernandes; author and human rights 

advocate Samra Zafar; Indian author and politician Shashi Tharoor; author Simon Winchester; and 

author and Pulitzer Prize winner Stephen Greenblatt. 

 

“Literature, ideas and knowledge are at the heart of our every effort to ensure a free flow of 

knowledge and information especially in these times. With JLF Toronto, Teamwork Arts brings to you 

an exclusive program with award-winning speakers to share their ideas and vision on a slew of issues 

from BLM to the environment, performing poetry to democracy, music to film.” - Sanjoy K. Roy, 

Managing Director, Teamwork Arts. 

 

“As the world continues to go through extraordinary times and we embrace the new digital world, 

books, ideas and discourse are vital, as is the importance of inter-cultural and diverse conversations. 

JLF Toronto looks forward to building on the success of last year’s inaugural edition with this year’s 

virtual offering” - Srinka Wallia, Executive Director, JLF Toronto.  

 

The Jaipur Literature Festival in India, often called “the greatest literary show on Earth”, has, since its 

conception, transformed itself into a global literary phenomenon, hosting nearly 5,000 speakers and 

performers, and welcoming over one million book-lovers from the world over. It is a platform with a 

stunning breadth in ideas and themes, with access for all. Numerous Canadian authors have been 
featured at the Festival in Jaipur, including Margaret Atwood, Yann Martel, Michael Ondaatje, Rupi 

Kaur, and John Ralston Saul. https://jlflitfest.org/toronto 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  

Canada: Debby de Groot, MDG & Associates debby@mdgassociates.com  

India & the rest of the world: Manash Pratik Deka, Teamwork Arts manash@teamworkarts.com  
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About JLF: 

The iconic Jaipur Literature Festival, held annually at the Pink City of Jaipur, Rajasthan, has always 

believed in the spirit of community and the hope, strength and vitality literature gives. As we distance 

ourselves from each other physically, Teamwork Arts, the producer of the Jaipur Literature Festival, 

continues to curate international editions of JLF which fuse the multilingual literary heritage of South 

Asia with the distinct flavor of the host regions, in the digital space, for a diverse and engaged 

community of book-lovers. 

As the world went into lockdown, Teamwork Arts, launched ‘JLF Brave New World’, an online series 

of conversations, featuring Nobel Laureates, Man Booker, Pulitzer, Commonwealth, Sahitya Akademi, 

Crossword, and JCB award-winning writers, and reached to over 4 million people! 

About Teamwork Arts: 

For over 30 years, Teamwork Arts has taken India to the world and brought the world to India, 

presenting the finest of Indian performers, writers and visual artists in the cultural and art space in 

India and abroad. 

Every year, we produce over 25 performing, visual arts and literary festivals in several countries 

including Australia, Egypt, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, the 

UK and USA as well as many eclectic festivals across India. We produce the world's largest literary 

gathering: the annual Jaipur Literature Festival; JLF international now travels to the US, UK, Canada, 

Qatar and Australia and we have recently launched a digital series - JLF Brave New World. Our 

musical extravaganza, Bollywood Love Story - A Musical, continues to tour the world with sold-out 

shows everywhere it is held.  www.teamworkarts.com  
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